[Date]
[MLA Name]
Member of the Legislative Assembly for [Riding]
[Office Address]
Dear [MLA Name],
I am writing as a resident of [community] in your constituency to share my concern regarding the proposed reductions to recreation funding contained in the recently tabled provincial budget.
The budget proposes significant cuts within the Department of Communities, Culture, Tourism and Heritage, including a partial or full elimination of 72 grant programs totaling more than $14 million.
While these numbers are presented at the provincial level, their impacts will be felt directly in communities like ours.
Many municipalities and community organizations rely on provincial recreation grants to support initiatives and programs focused on physical activity and social connection. They make it possible to run vital, community-informed programs enhancing the quality of life for residents. These grants help communities maintain arenas, pools, gyms, and community centres, develop and improve trail networks, enhance public parks and green spaces, and build safe play spaces for children and families. 
Without these programs, many communities will face difficult decisions about delaying projects, reducing programming, or postponing improvements to important recreation infrastructure.
In our own community, these changes could affect initiatives such as:
• [Example: upgrades or maintenance to the local arena, pool, or recreation centre]
• [Example: development or expansion of community trails or park improvements]
• [Example: new program for community group such as seniors or youth group]
• [Example: new playgrounds, play spaces, or recreation planning initiatives]
Community recreation programs and spaces are not luxuries, they are essential to the health and vitality of our communities. They support physical activity, reduce social isolation, strengthen mental health, and create places where people of all ages can gather and participate in community life.
At a time when Nova Scotia’s health care system is under significant strain, maintaining investments that support active living and preventative health is more important than ever.
Recreation infrastructure and programs also play an important role in supporting youth sports, encouraging healthy aging, strengthening community connections, and making communities attractive places to live and work.
For many rural and smaller communities in particular, these initiatives are only possible through partnerships between local volunteers, municipalities, and provincial grant programs.
Given the importance of these programs to our community, I respectfully ask that you advocate within government for a reconsideration of these proposed reductions to recreation, arts and culture funding.
I would welcome the opportunity to speak with you further about how these changes could affect our community and to share local perspectives on the importance of recreation infrastructure and programming in [riding/community].
Thank you for your time and for your service to our community. I hope we may have an opportunity to discuss this issue further.
Sincerely,
[Name]
[Community / Address]
[Email / Phone]

